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This year, PACCAR, a Bellevue, WA 

company has earned this special rec-
ognition. But what, you may ask, do a 
lot of big rigs have to do with science 
and innovation? 

Well, PACCAR has time and again 
led the industry in the design and man-
ufacture of fuel efficient and light-
weight trucks. They were the first to 
use a diesel engine in a heavy-duty 
truck. They were the first to introduce 
a truly aerodynamic truck design. And 
they were the first to use lightweight 
composites and aluminum in truck sus-
pensions on a large scale. It would be 
difficult to name a single innovation in 
the recent history of truck design 
without finding a PACCAR product at 
its foundation. 

These advances have required both 
significant investment and no small 
amount of risk. But PACCAR’s faith 
has paid serious dividends to the truck 
buyer, the consumer, the economy, and 
the environment. For too long, heavy- 
duty trucks couldn’t improve beyond a 
weak 10-mile-per-gallon fuel efficiency 
ceiling. But today, thanks to 
Peterbilt’s and Kenworth’s trans-
formation, they have soared above and 
beyond that mark, significantly alter-
ing the economic and environmental 
forces at play in the market. 

PACCAR’s example has shown that it 
makes sense to support and advance 
fuel efficient technology, not only to 
protect our precious natural resources 
and reduce our dangerous reliance on 
foreign oil but also to help our econ-
omy thrive and grow. We would be wise 
to note PACCAR’s model as we develop 
a comprehensive strategy for thought-
ful investment in our energy future. 

Day and night in all 50 States, 
PACCAR’s trucks travel our Nation’s 
highways—roads that have no end, con-
stantly curving, folding and merging 
into one another. In our complex world 
of commerce and the vast transpor-
tation system on which that world re-
lies, change is great and inevitable. 
PACCAR recognizes this beautiful evo-
lution, embraces it, and seizes the op-
portunities it creates. 

I rise to congratulate PACCAR Incor-
porated. It has made Washington State 
proud, it has made our Nation strong. 
The National Medal of Technology 
they receive today is well deserved.∑ 
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THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SAN FRANCISCO EARTHQUAKE 
AND FIRE: IN COMMEMORATION 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of one 
of the most significant disasters in 
California history, San Francisco’s 
Great Earthquake and Fire of 1906. 

One hundred years ago, the city of 
San Francisco experienced this horrific 
tragedy when the city shook for almost 
60 seconds and communities from as far 
away as Oregon, Los Angeles, and Ne-
vada felt the tremors. The Richter 
scale was not yet in existence in 1906, 
but seismologists today estimate this 
earthquake had a magnitude of 7.7 to 
8.0. 

Following the earthquake, fires 
broke out across the city and raged for 
3 days. In fact, the fires did more dam-
age than the earthquake. As a result of 
this disaster, over 3,000 people were 
killed, 300,000 people became homeless, 
and the city suffered about $500 million 
worth of damage. Telegraph and tele-
phone services were destroyed as well 
as the municipal railway and all gov-
ernment buildings. 

The 100th anniversary of this historic 
tragedy provides an opportunity to re-
flect on what we have learned and how 
to better prepare for a similar event. 
We now know that residents must be 
prepared to be self-sufficient for 72 
hours following a disaster. And the city 
of San Francisco has done a great deal 
to make the community safer. 

San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom 
has spearheaded an updated citywide 
emergency plan—the first time it has 
been done in 10 years. The San Fran-
cisco Fire Department offers training 
in disaster and emergency response for 
residents. Over 11,000 San Francisco 
residents have completed the course in 
the past 15 years. San Francisco has 
also invested $2.5 million in leading the 
development of a regional response 
plan with seven other bay area coun-
ties. This is one of the first regional re-
sponse plans in the country. I com-
mend the city and county of San Fran-
cisco on its efforts to ensure the city is 
ready to respond to a disaster. 

Having witnessed the slow response 
to Hurricane Katrina in the Gulf 
States, I wrote to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, FEMA, in 
September asking for a copy of their 
disaster response plan for a serious 
earthquake in California. I am still 
waiting to receive their plan. Without 
the plan in hand, I remain very con-
cerned that FEMA is not prepared 
should a major earthquake or natural 
disaster occur in California. 

It is very important that the State of 
California and its residents are work-
ing to prepare themselves for a major 
disaster. I have created a ‘‘Getting 
Ready’’ guide on my Senate Web site to 
help my constituents prepare their 
homes and families for a disaster. This 
guide is organized in easy-to-follow 
steps and provides links to other pre-
paredness sites—www.boxer.senate.gov/ 
equake.cfm. 

On the 100th anniversary of the Great 
San Francisco Earthquake and Fire, I 
rise to honor the memory of those who 
lost their lives during this disaster. I 
also pause to reflect on the tragedy 
that befell this great city and its citi-
zens. The community came together to 
repair and restore the city, and today, 
San Francisco is one of the United 
States’ top tourist destinations and a 
dynamic urban center. 

I also commemorate this anniversary 
by encouraging all of us to look for-
ward and ensure our families are pre-
pared for a major earthquake or simi-
lar disaster. I will continue fighting to 
ensure the Federal Government is tak-
ing the steps necessary to help our 

local communities in disaster re-
sponse.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT DATED FEBRUARY 2006 
WITH THE ANNUAL REPORT OF 
THE COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC AD-
VISERS FOR 2006—PM 39 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Joint 
Economic Committee: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
The United States economy con-

tinues to demonstrate remarkable re-
silience, flexibility, and growth. Hav-
ing previously endured a stock market 
collapse, recession, terrorist attacks, 
and corporate scandals, this year the 
economy showed strong growth and ro-
bust job creation in the face of higher 
energy prices and devastating natural 
disasters. This is the result of the hard 
work of America’s workers, supported 
by pro-growth tax policies. 

In 2005, the Nation’s real gross do-
mestic product (GDP) grew 3.5 percent 
for the year, above the historical aver-
age. About 2 million payroll jobs were 
added in 2005, and the unemployment 
rate dropped to 4.7 percent last month, 
well below the averages of the 1970s, 
1980s, and 1990s. Real disposable per-
sonal income increased, and real house-
hold net worth reached an all-time 
high. This growth comes on top of an 
already strong expansion. More than 
4.7 million payroll jobs have been 
added since August 2003. 

Compared with the performance of 
other nations’ economies, our eco-
nomic growth is especially impressive. 
The United States has added more jobs 
in the past two-and-a-half years than 
Japan and the European Union com-
bined. Real GDP growth in the United 
States has been faster than in any 
other major industrialized country 
since 2001, and America is forecasted to 
continue as the fastest-growing coun-
try over the next two years. 

Our economy’s fundamental strength 
comes from the ingenuity and hard 
work of our workers. Productivity— 
how much workers produce per hour— 
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